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Introduction 

Welcome to our fourth ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ Ψмлл ²ŀƭƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƻǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ tƛƴǘΩ. This volume contains Spring Walks for you to 

enjoy now that the lockdown has eased.  I hope that you find it useful. You will find 49 walks in this volume bringing the 

total number of walks in the series to 150! This volume is quite different to the other volumes. These walks have been 

specially selected from a wider radius of Lady Bay. This gives us more choice, more variety, and the chance to showcase 

different areas. Mosǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƻǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ tƛƴǘ and most are relatively short 

walks of around two to three hours. All have been chosen because they hold one or more points of interest. Moreover, 

the paths are quiet, they are varied, and all are on good, waymarked paths. This makes them ideal spring walks just after 

the lockdown.  Being out on the trail in the open air anywhere lifts the spirits, is good for the soul, and gives our lives a 

different perspective. I think we always feel better when we come back from a walk! Do try it and see! 

This is the fourth volume of walks to complement Volumes One, Two and Three. Unfortunately, it is not possible to put 

these four volumes into one tome as the subsequent size of the file would be too big to e mail! When I set myself the 

challenge of researching and creating 100 local walks, I never actually thought it was possible. One year, three lockdowns, 

two pairs of boots and over 1,000 miles of walking later, I completed the challenge and exceeded my target! We are truly 

blessed as we have so many wonderful walks on our doorstep.  

Thanks so much for your support and interest. I hope that this publicaǘƛƻƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ΨƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ 

see you on the trail one day. If not, maybe in The Poppy and Pint when this is all over to compare notes and share ideas. 

Happy Rambling from Lady Bay and be sure to stay in touch! 

Best wishes, 

Trevor Riddiough   

March 2021 
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Route-finding 

You should be able to follow the clues to get you around each route without a map.  

Useful maps are: Ordnance Survey: OS Landranger 129 Nottingham and Loughborough 1:50,000; Explorer 260 Nottingham Vale of Belvoir 1:25,000 or 

Ordnance Survey OS Explorer 246 Loughborough 1:25,000 

You can download these maps onto your mobile once you have bought them.  

 ViewRanger is a free App and navigational aid. Once downloaded you may never get lost again as it shows your exact 

location on a clear base map! It uses GPS signals and so does not use your data allowance and is economical with your phone battery. 

If you would like a five-minute quick start guide, e mail me and we can arrange a phone call to get you going!      
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This project has been a collaboration between people. I am grateful to the following people who have helped me enormously during this task:  

Front Cover: Louie McGavin ς Year 6 Hambrook Primary School, Bristol ς our Grandson. 

Suggestions for routes: Brenda Baxter, Vinny Cleary, Jim Hooker, Ed Myers, Dave Pratt, Caroline Thomas, Catherine Todd. 

James Halfpenny, manager of the Poppy and Pint and the staff of The Castle Rock Brewery for their support and encouragement. 

Andy Allan, CEO of Thunderforest Maps, for allowing me to use the map images. This was so important, as this leaflet would not be useful without the 

maps. Maps © www.thunderforest.com, Data © www.osm.org/copyright. 

Contact: E mail: Trevor Riddiough - trevor.riddiough@yahoo.com 

I am currently a volunteer walk and trek leader for Ramblers Walking Holidays at home and abroad. If you would like to join us on any of our tours, why not 

check out the brochure and dream of better times to come: https://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/  During 2021 there are over 100 UK walking holidays to 

choose from. These holidays are backed by a refund guarantee, COVID safe travel and flexible deposits.  

Ramblers Walking Holidays is a social enterprise with a not-for-profit ethos: part of its income is channelled back into charities and initiatives that support 

access to the great outdoors and benefit people living in the less-advantaged destinations that we visit. 
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Postscript 

Thorpe Cloud was the last walk we reconnoitred for this guide. I include it because I love summits and I think you would too. I love the 360-degree views. I 

love the feeling of satisfaction when getting to the top. And I love the perspective we get of our lives when we look down and see people and places so 

small and so far away. There is something very primal about being in the mountains. That feeling of nature being all powerful, combined with the desire to 

climb as high as possible to experience unique views and feelings. That feeling of conquering a hard climb, taking time out to enjoy the view, and then 

returning down to the valley again is unbeatable. Truth be told, it makes us feel alive! We are so lucky! 

After spending some time on the summit of Thorpe Cloud, thinking of all the times I have visited this mountain, I descended with a heavy heart. I knew that 

this would be the last walk in this guide and that this would mark the end of this project. Our lockdown plan to gather 100 walks for others to share and 

enjoy was finished with 150 quality walks in the making. I was happy, sorry, and relieved. Compiling these walks has been a labour of love and has taken the 

best days of three lockdowns over a period of one long and never-ending year! So, this will be my last publication. There really are no more walks to cover! 

I have enjoyed receiving your e mails telling me of your ventures, where you went, which walks you liked and which ones you diŘƴΩǘΗ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ 

keeping in touch in this way. And please continue to do so. I wish you all many happy days on the trails and pathways and lanes of Nottinghamshire. There 

will be fair winds and foul, days of sun and days of rain. But enjoy them all.  

Why not think about planning your own adventure? To help you, I recommend you look at the Cicerone Guide: Peak District White Peak East. 42 Walks in 

Derbyshire including Bakewell, Matlock and Stoney Middleton by Paul Besley.  To order copy, go to White Peak East walking guidebook - tŜŀƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΧ μ 

Cicerone Press . The White Peak is the nearest Peak Area to us and is barely an hoursΩ ride away. The guide includes half day and whole day walks in this 

area and includes an overview map and route summary. It is extremely easy to use, and all the walks included are on one map: Ordnance Survey White 

Peak OL 24 1:25,000  

L ƻǿŜ Ƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŎŎȅ ǿŀƭƪǎΩΦ ¢ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ 

accepting this guide in the spirit in which is given ς with all its imperfections, and for your trust in following the routes assiduously. And finally, love and 

thanks to my wife and climbing partner Jenny McGavin for her enthusiasm and optimism and for sticking with this project come rain or shine.  

I wish you good walking and άmay your dreams be larger than mountains and may you have the courage to scale their summitsέΦ 

Trevor Riddiough  

March 2021 

 

https://www.cicerone.co.uk/walking-in-the-peak-district-white-peak-east-third
https://www.cicerone.co.uk/walking-in-the-peak-district-white-peak-east-third
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100 Walks from the Poppy and Pint ς Volume 4: Spring Walks 

b Bike friendly route   h Canalside section  J Child/ Pram friendly 

e Especially good for birds  l Riverside section 

Index 

A. Close to Home 

Walk 102: An Exploration of Rushcliffe Country Park b e J     Variable     Page 10 

Walk 103: Calverton ς Fox Wood and Lamp Wood       5 km     Page 12 

Walk 104: Wymeswold Village ς Circular Walk       6 km     Page 14 

Walk 105: The Two Cropwells h          7 km     Page 16 

Walk 106: Woolsthorpe Round by River, Canal and Locks  h l     8 km     Page 18 

Walk 107: Grantham Canal and Cotgrave Country Park via Cotgrave  h e     8 km     Page 20 

Walk 108: Owthorpe and the Vimy Ridge  h        8 km     Page 22 

Walk 109: Keyworth to Widmerpool ς Circular Walk       9 km     Page 24 

Walk 110: Wymeswold to Stanford by Ridge and Valley      13 km     Page 26 

Walk 111: Rushcliffe Country Park, Bunny and Bradmore e       9 km            Page 28 

Walk 112: Bradmore and the Two Moors e        9 km     Page 30 

Walk 113: Bradmore and the Three Moors e       13 km     Page 32 
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B. North of Nottingham 

Walk 114: Through Langford Lowfields RSPB Reserve  e l        4.5 km     Page 35 

Walk 115: Around Langford Lowfields RSPB Reserve  e l         8 km     Page 37 

Walk 116: Langford Lowfields to Holme by River  e l      10 km     Page 39 

Walk 117: An Exploration of Bestwood Country Park and Mill Lakes     6.5 km     Page 41 

Walk 118: Eastwood ς The Country of my Heart       14 km     Page 43 

Walk 119: Monks Way - in Strelley, Cossall and Ilkeston h       8 km     Page 46 

Walk 120: An Exploration of Laxton ς a medieval village      8 km     Page 49 

Walk 121: Kneesall to Laxton         12 km     Page 52 

 

C. South Derbyshire 

Walk 122: A Walk alongside Staunton Harold Reservoir  b e J     2.5 km     Page 55 

Walk 123: Calke Abbey to Staunton Harold Reservoir Cafe and Return e    6.5 km     Page 57 

Walk 124: Staunton Harold Visitor Centre to Calke Abbey and Return e      6.5 km     Page 59 

Walk 125: Melbourne to Calke Abbey via Staunton Harold Reservoir e     10.5 km     Page 61 

Walk 126: Around Staunton Harold Reservoir and Calke Abbey Deer Park from Melbourne e  12 km     Page 63 

Walk 127: Melbourne to Swarkestone by Path, River, Canal and Railway  e h l   12 km     Page 67 
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D. Along the Trent Valley  

Walk 128: Around Hoveringham Lakes e        14 km     Page 70 

Walk 129: Colwick Country Park to Netherfield Lagoons  e l      12 km     Page 73 

Walk 130: Netherfield to Gunthorpe  e l        20 km     Page 75 

Walk 131: Stoke Bardolph to Gunthorpe  e l        9.5 km     Page 77 

Walk 132: Gunthorpe to Bleasby  e l        12 km     Page 79 

Walk 133: Bleasby to Fiskerton Circuit on the River Trent e l     6 km     Page 81  

Walk 134: Bleasby to Farndon on the River Trent  e l      14 km     Page 83 

Walk 135: Fiskerton to Farndon Circuit on the River Trent  e l     8 km     Page 85 

Walk 136: Farndon River Trent Circuit  e  l        5 km     Page 88 

Walk 137: Three Villages of the Trent Valley  e l       12 km     Page 89 

Walk 138: The Entire Trent Valley North ς from Colwick to Newark e l    30 km     Page 92 

 

E. Charnwood Forest and Beyond 

Walk 139: An Exploration of Beacon Hill  b J       Variable     Page 96 

Walk 140: An Exploration of Bradgate Park  b J       Variable     Page 98 

Walk 141: An Exploration of The Outwoods  J       Variable     Page 100 

Walk 142: Around Beacon Hill         5.5 km     Page 102 

Walk 143: Mount St Bernard Abbey ς Circular Walk       7 km     Page 103 

Walk 144: Beacon Hill and The Outwoods         7.5 km     Page 106 

Walk 145: Bradgate Park and Cropston Reservoir e       10 km     Page 108 
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Walk 146: The Icons of Charnwood Forest - Old John and Beacon Hill     9 km     Page 110 

Walk 147: Hoby to Ragdale ς Circular Walk        9.5 km     Page 113 

Walk 148: Burrough Hill ς one of LeicestershirŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ƙƛƭƭǎ      9 km     Page 115 

Walk 149: Burrough Hill ς short circuit        6 km     Page 117 

 

F. The White Peak 

Walk 150: Thorpe Cloud ς our nearest Mountain!       9 Km     Page 119 
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A. Close to Home 

 

Walk 102: An Exploration of Rushcliffe Country Park b e J 

Description 

Before World War Two, the Rushcliffe Country Park site was open farmland. Hedgerows bounded arable fields and grassland with a small stream flowing 

through. This provided a rich habitat for a wide range of wildlife. The WŀǊ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ΨŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōƻƳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфоуΦ Lǘ 

was an ideal site, close to a railway, a supply of workers and had a water source. The factory consisted of 87 buildings spread over the site. Over the years, 

government departments changed, and the site was named Ordnance, Storage and Disposal Depot. The ministry announced the closure of the depot in 1981 

and sold surplus stock. The gates closed and locked on 31 December 1983. Returning the land to agriculture was RuddiƴƎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 

option. As time passed, nature took over and wildlife returned. A country park was proposed, and a business park to make the site financially viable. 

Demolition began in January 1990 ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ Ψ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǳƎ ƻǳǘΤ {ŜǾŜǊƴ ¢ǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

volunteers planted over 140,000 trees. Workers moved 60 Norwegian Maple trees (30 years old at the time) and re-planted around the business park. 

The park is set in beautiful countryside just south of Ruddington. It is an ideal place for many activities, with a network of over 8 kilometres of footpaths. 

Visitors can do many things including: walking, cycling, running and jogging, dog walking, wildlife spotting, exercising dogs, including a dog agility course, 

picnics, space for children to play, and a large play area, skateboarding in the skate park, 4x / BMX track, adult exercise equipment, two table tennis tables. 

It is a haven for families of all ages.  

Parking 

The park has a vƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉŀȅ-and-display area. The charge 

is £1 per day. Post Code for Sat Nav: NG11 6JS 

Clues 

A 5km walking/running route is indicated on the map below. 

Distance: 5 km              Walking Time: 1.5 hours   Map: OS Explorer 260: Nottingham Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 minutes 
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Walk 102: An Exploration of Rushcliffe Country Park 
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Walk 103: Calverton ς Fox Wood and Lamp Wood 

Description 

This walk gives outstanding views over the undulating countryside of The Nottinghamshire Dumbles, Sherwood Forest and beyond. This circular walk begins 

and ends in the village of Calverton which was the home of William and James Lee who invited the knitting frame that revolutionised the stocking knitting 

industry. TherŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƛǘǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ǿƛŘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƭƛght for the 

knitting frames. The colliery opened in 1952 and ceased production in 1999. The buildings and headgear had been demolished by 2000. This walk climbs the 

hill to the south of the village to give stunning 360-degree views of the county. At the top of the hill is Spindle Lane that runs alongside Fox Wood which was 

the site of a large hill fort during the iron age.  

Parking 

Park in Calverton. Park near the Library on Main Street or near the Gleaners Inn on Bonner Lane. Post Code for Sat Nav: NG14 6FS 

Clues 

From the Gleaners Inn walk along Bonner Lane and then Main Street towards the centre of the village. Just past the church, look for a green Public Footpath 

sign on the left. Take this path uphill between some houses. The path bends to the right at the top of the lane to a narrow jitty. Just before the end of the 

jitty, the path bends left and leads to a road:  Renals Way. Turn left onto Renals Way and walk ahead to the road sign: Brickenell Road. Directly behind this 

road sign is a green and beyond this green is a cross-field path going uphill to Spindle Lane. Take the cross-field path and arrive at Spindle Lane: a track at 

the top. Turn right and walk along this track, passing the site of an iron age fort and a wind turbine along the way. Arrive at a sƳŀƭƭ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 

Lane. Continue straight ahead on the road for about 200m to a green Public Footpath sign next to the entrance to Oakdene on the right-hand side of the 

road. Take this path, going through a kissing gate and along a narrow path next to a green fence. Eventually, the path bends right and to another kissing 

gate, bringing you to open country. The view north frƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎΗέ /Ǌƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǿŀȅƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƎŀǘŜΦ Dƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

this gate and turn right and follow the path along the fence-line which then bends ƭŜŦǘΣ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƻŀŘΥ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ [ŀƴŜΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀt 

the road. Cross this road and take the footpath directly opposite. This path takes you along a track, across some playing fields, and through a squeeze gate 

at the other side. Beyond the squeeze gate is another track.  Continue straight ahead along this track and past a primary school, where the path bends left 

and onto Main Street in Calverton. Turn right at Main Street and walk back to the library / pub.  

Distance: 5 km              Walking Time: 1.5 hours   Map: OS Explorer 260: Nottingham Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 25 minutes 

  



13 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maps © www.thunderforest.com, Data © www.osm.org/copyright  

 

Walk 103: Calverton ς Fox Wood and Lamp Wood 

 



14 
 
 

Walk 104: Wymeswold Village ς Circular Walk  

Description 

Wymeswold is a beautiful village near to Loughborough up on the Leicestershire - Nottinghamshire border.  The village lies in a shallow valley in the rolling 

area known as the Wolds. The village is a compact settlement built around the 14th century Church. Several fine Georgian properties can be found in Far 

Street, and in Brook Street along the banks of the River Mantle. This is a circular walk across rolling fields with great views over to the Charnwood 

Hills. Wymeswold is home to two award winning pubs: The Windmill and The Three Crowns. 

Parking 

Park near the village church on Far Street. Post Code for Sat Nav: LE12 6TZ 

Clues 

Keeping the front of the church on your right, walk past the church on Far Street. Turn right along Church Street to a T junction. Turn left along Brook 

Street. Walk past the Windmill Pub and continue along Narrow Lane. You will soon pass The Wymeswold Meadows Nature Reserve indicator board on your 

right. Continue along Narrow Lane until you get to the second Wymeswold Meadows Nature Reserve indicator board. Take the footpath right into the field 

and cross the field diagonally left to some gravel steps and a wooden bridge. Cross the bridge and climb the steps on the other side. Cross the field ahead to 

a yellow post and stile on the other side. Continue straight ahead on a cross-field-path. At a yellow post turn left and walk the periphery of the field with 

the hedge on your left. Continue straight ahead and come to a yellow post by a gap in the hedge. Go through the gap. Do not take the obvious path right 

here but go straight ahead along the side of the field. Ignore the arrows on the yellow post in the hedge further along and continue ahead along the side of 

the field. At the end of this field turn right and continue to a telegraph pole where the hedge ends. Leave the hedge and go straight across the field here ς 

aiming for the water tower in the distance. At the other side you will see a yellow post. Continue heading in the direction of the water tower along the field 

edge with the hedge on your left. Continue to the corner of the field. Cross a wooden stile and continue along the next field edge. Cross another wooden 

stile. Once over the stile and through the hedge, turn right and follow the path edge with the hedge on your right. Follow the edge of the field anticlockwise 

until you come to a gap in the hedge marked by two yellow posts. Go between the posts and continue on the field edge path with the hedge on your right. 

Enter a small copse with a solar farm on your left. At the other side of the copse, go over a stile by a metal gate and continue until you get to a yellow post 

and kissing gate on your left. Turn right here and take a faint path across the field to another yellow post and wooden kissing gate. You are now heading 

back to the village ς you should now be able to see the church in the distance. Once through the gate, turn left and head for the road. Turn right along the 

road and walk to the Wymeswold village sign. Just past the sign take the footpath right, turn left at the path T junction and then head straight ahead and 

into the village. The path brings you out just by the church in Wymeswold. 
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Distance: 6 kms  Walking Time: 2 hours  Map: OS Explorer 246: Loughborough  Drive Time from the Poppy and Pint: 25 minutes

   

 

Walk 104: Wymeswold Village ς Circular Walk

  

 

Maps © www.thunderfore st.com, Data © www.osm.org/copyright  
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Walk 105: The Two Cropwells  h 

Description 

This is a varied two-hour walk going through the two Cropwells: Cropwell Bishop and Cropwell Butler. The Landscape varies between canal, footpath, 

farmland and semi-urban. It takes you past the world-renowned Cropwell Bishop Creamery ŀƴŘ /ƘŜŜǎŜƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ {ƘƻǇΦ hǇŜƴΥ aƻƴŘŀȅ - Friday, 10:00am - 

1:00pm; Saturday 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Parking 

Park in the car park at Foss Bridge on the Grantham Canal, on the outskirts of Cropwell Bishop. From the Stragglethorpe Road, cross the A46. Take the first 

exit at the next roundabout onto the Fosse Road. Find the car park on the right just after the canal. If the car park is full, there are parking lay byes on the 

Fosse Road nearby. 

Clues 

Walk through the car park to the back where you will find a wooden gate leading to a gravel path on the left-hand side of the canal. Take this path, past the 

lock and onto a narrow path signed by yellow path arrows. Continue on this path to a metal kissing gate. Through the gate, take the made-up path right. 

Continue on this path to another wooden gate with a marked footpath on each side by Canal Bridge No. 20. Take the left-hand path and follow the black 

arrows of the Notts Wolds Way. The path is narrow and eventually bends to the left and continues through Hoe Hill Woods. Come to a T path junction and 

turn left onto a wider track, following the Notts Wolds Way arrows. At the next path junction, go straight ahead and then look for a path on the right that 

takes you through the hedge. This path is marked by a half-hidden yellow way marker post. Follow the black path arrows through the hedge via a wooden 

kissing gate and take the cross-field path diagonally left towards some houses in the distance. At the other side of this field, go through a wooden kissing 

gate and onto a narrow path. This narrow path takes you to a road at Butler Close on the outskirts of Cropwell Butler. Turn right here into the close. 

Opposite house number 18, look for a footpath left, marked by a green Public Footpath sign. (Note, you are no longer on the Notts Wolds Way). Take this 

narrow path onto a metal kissing gate and through some horse paddocks. Beyond the paddocks is another metal kissing gate. Go through the gate and head 

diagonally left across the field to a road via another metal kissing gate. Turn right onto the road, then almost immediately left through a hedge, and then 

turn right, parallel to the road. At the end of this field is a metal barrier on your right. Turn left at the barrier and walk along the edge of the field to a yellow 

waymarker post. Turn right at the waymarker and continue along the field edge. At the end of this field, turn right and keep the water dyke on your left as 

you walk around this field and past a water treatment works on your right. Continue to a cross path junction by another yellow waymarker. Go straight 

ahead aiming to the left of a school playing fields ahead. Go over a style and veer left and onto a field edge to a style that leads to a road (Fern Road in 

Cropwell Bishop). Turn right here anŘ ǿŀƭƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ Dƻ Ǉŀǎǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ŜƎ .ƻȄΩ ŦŀǊƳ ǎƘƻǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻƴǘƻ 

Nottingham Road, past the Wheatsheaf Pub and the Cropwell Bishop Creamery. Just beyond the speed limit sign, go past the entrance to a car park and 
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then look out for the Grantham Canal crossing. Turn right onto the towpath and walk with the canal on your right for about one kilometre. Pass canal bridge 

number 20 and then come to the car park on your right. Cross the canal by a lock bridge at this point and back to your car.  

Distance: 7 km              Walking Time: 2 hours  Map: OS Explorer 260: Nottingham Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 Minutes 

 

 

Walk 105: The Two Cropwells   
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18 
 
 

Walk 106: Woolsthorpe Round by River, Canal and Locks  h l 

Description 

A neat circular walk by the Grantham Canal and River Devon. This walk follows part of the Viking Way as it runs alongside the Grantham Canal. The rest of 

the walk is along field paths in the valley of the River Devon. The final part of the walk back to Woolsthorpe follows the towpath from Stenwith Bridge and 

coincides with the Viking Way. This route is of interest because of the number of locks passed. These locks form part of the Woolsthorpe Flight, which is 

made up of seven locks numbered twelve to eighteen, all within 3 km and which between them raise the canal about 59 feet. The start and finish of the walk 

is The Dirty Duck Inn (RǳǘƭŀƴŘ !ǊƳǎύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŀƭΩǎ ƘŜȅŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƎŜŜǎΦ 

Parking 

Park at or by the Dirty Duck Inn. To find the start, turn right off the Sedgebrook Road down the lane just north of Woolsthorpe village at the "Dirty Duck". 

Parking is possible on the verges along this approach lane or over the canal bridge. Post Code for Sat Nav: NG32 1NY 

Clues 

From the inn, go over the canal bridge and turn right onto the tow path. Walk past Woolsthorpe Top Lock No.18 to Bridge 62. Continue on the towpath to 

the next bridge which is a wooden footbridge ς Bridge 63. Cross the bridge and take the footpath across a field to a track on the other side. Cross the track 

and continue along the footpath in the same direction with the hedge on your left. Come to a path T junction and turn left onto The Viking Way. Continue 

SW on The Viking Way. Pass a footpath on your left and then look out for the next footpath on your right. This path will take you to a road ς Belvoir Road. 

Turn right along the road and go past Cliff Wood on your right. At the end of the wood, take a footpath right which takes you down to Sedgebrook Road, 

just outside Woolsthorpe. At Sedgebrook Road, turn left and then take the first footpath right by a footpath sign and a litter bin. Take this path diagonally 

right across a field. Cross an arable field on the worn path, going forward through the far hedge and maintaining the same line over a second field to join a 

farm track. Cross this track and continue along a grassy field edge with the tiny River Devon now on your left. Keep close by this river until the path enters 

some trees and comes to a grassy bridge over the river. Cross this bridge and turn right, now keeping the river on your right. Cross several stiles and kissing 

gates, always near the river until after a meadow you reach a stile at a road. Turn right at the road. Go straight ahead at the first junction, following signs to 

Sedgebrook and Grantham. Go over the canal bridge at Stenwith and then drop down immediately right onto the canal towpath. Walk back to the Dirty 

Duck along the towpath passing Woolsthorpe Middle Lock on the way. The towpath returns you to Woolsthorpe Wharf at Bridge No 61, by the Dirty Duck. 

Distance: 8 km  Walking Time: 2.75 hours Map: OS Landranger 130: Grantham Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 30 minutes  
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Walk 107: Grantham Canal and Cotgrave Country Park via Cotgrave  h e 

Description 

A neat circuit around Cotgrave by canal, country park and footpaths. The highlight is the West Viewpoint in Cotgrave Country Park with amazing views 

across Nottingham and beyond.  

Parking 

Park at the Hollygate Lane Car Park. Follow signs to Cotgrave from A52, A606 or A46.  The car park for the Cotgrave Country Park is on Hollygate Lane. The 

post code for Sat Nav is NG12 3HE 

Clues 

From the car park, turn right along Hollygate Lane towards Cotgrave. At the canal, turn right onto the towpath. Follow the towpath NW until a sign left to 

Ψ[Ŝŀƪȅ Iƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘΩΦ ¢ǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ Ŧƻƭƭowing signs to West View Point all the way, keeping on the main paths. Arrive at the viewpoint. From 

ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǊŜǘǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƎƴΥ ΨIƛƎƘ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ ƭŜŦǘΤ Ψ[Ŝŀƪȅ Iƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ aƛƭƭ [ŀƴŜΩ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴǘƻ IƛƎƘ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀth down 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ǘƻǿǇŀǘƘΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿǇŀǘƘΣ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƻŀŘΥ Ψaŀƛƴ wƻŀŘΩΦ /Ǌƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴtinue along the towpath, now 

heading in a westerly direction. Pass Skinners Lock Farm on your left. At the next metal barrier, turn left off the towpath onto a footpath (unmarked) which 

doubles back on the canal towpath. Follow this path along a field edge to a hedge. Turn right at the hedge and walk along the path with the hedge on your 

left to a yellow waymarker post. Turn left at the waymarker post and take the next field edge path, this time with the border hedge on your right. Cross a 

track and continue along the path straight ahead. This path leads to a T junction. Turn right here and walk along a substantial track. Just past the Water 

Treatment Works you will see a wooden footpath sign right and a gap in the hedge on the left with a yellow waymarker post. Take the path left and cross 

several fields keeping the church spire in front of you all the way. Follow the yellow waymarker posts, go through a gap between the houses and find the 

church on Church Street.  Turn left along Church Street and past the church. Turn left onto Plumtree Road, then immediately right onto Bingham Road. You 

will pass The Manvers Arms, and The Post Office on the way. At the right-hand bend onto Colston Gate, go straight ahead onto Hollygate Lane. Pass the 

News Shop and arrive back at the car park just beyond the canal.   

Distance: 8 km              Walking Time: 2 hours  Map: OS Explorer 260: Nottingham  Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 10 minutes 
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Walk 108: Owthorpe and the Vimy Ridge  h  

Description 

A beautiful walk in open countryside by canal and footpath. There are many points of interest. Owthorpe is a tiny village in the Wolds of Nottinghamshire. 

Owthorpe has an unusual Grade I listed Anglican church, dedicated to St Margaret of Antioch, once considered a patron saint of pregnancy. It stands away 

from the village in farmland, surrounded by a low wall, next to the site where the manor stood. Access is only along a public footpath ς a narrow grass track 

and through a timber gate. The first written mention of a church at Owthorpe dates from 1299. However, some features of St Margaret's date from the 12th 

century. There are several 18th-century slate tombstones in the churchyard, two of which are examples of the "Belvoir Angel" design found in many 

churchyards in the Vale of Belvoir. Vimy Ridge is a derelict farm located to the North East of Kinoulton in Nottinghamshire. The access road to the farm 

ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǘƘŀƳ /ŀƴŀƭ ǘƻǿǇŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ avenue of 184 Lombardy poplar trees were 

planted by Sir William Jesse Hind and dedicated to the memory of his son Lt. Francis Montagu Hind who was killed in action at the Battle of the Somme on 

нтǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфмсΦέ 

Parking 

Park at the canal car park on Cropwell Road, just outside of Owthorpe. From Owthorpe Village drive in the direction of Kinoulton. At the first set of 

crossroads, turn right onto Cropwell RoadΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀŎƪƭŜȅΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ The approximate post code for Sat Nav is 

NG12 3GB 

Clues 

From the car park, cross the road and enter the canal towpath ŀǘ aŀŎƪƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ SW past BǊƛŘƎŜ bƻ нсΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ 9ƭōƻǿ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

onto the next road intersection by Vimy Ridge Farm. Turn right here away from the towpath and walk along a track past Vimy Ridge Farm ς now derelict. 

Continue to a woodland ahead of you. At the woodland, turn right and walk the perimeter following yellow waymarker posts. At the end of the woodland, 

go left through a gap and continue along a field edge with the hedge on your left following yellow waymarkers. Continue to another gap, now keeping the 

hedge on your right and proceed to a farm drive. When you get to a driveway, turn right, and walk towards Owthorpe Lodge. Just before the Lodge you will 

see a green bridleway path right. Follow this track and keep straight ahead until you get to a concrete block with red and white paint stripes. Here, walk 

ŘƛŀƎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǇŀǘƘΩΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǇŀǘƘΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǳǊƴǎ 

90 degrees right then 90 degrees left to a road. At the road (Kinoulton Lane) go straight ahead to a crossroads. Go straight ahead onto Village Street and 

into Owthorpe Village. Take the grassy track right just after the Owthorpe Church Noticeboard. Continue along this track to Owthorpe Church. On the right-

hand side of the church is a gate in the wall leading to a field. Go through the gate and cross the field slightly diagonally left to a stile on the other side. 
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Cross the stile and the wooden bridge onto Park Lane. Turn left here and walk to the crossroads. Turn right here onto Cropwell Road and back to the car 

park by the canal.  

Distance: 8 km              Walking Time: 2.5 hours  Map: OS Explorer 260: Nottingham  Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 minutes  
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Walk 109: Keyworth to Widmerpool ς Circular walk  

Description 

A delightful walk through the Keyworth Wolds. This walk takes in the villages of Keyworth and Widmerpool. The walk passes St Peter and St Paul's Church, 

Widmerpool - A Baptist chapel and a Wesleyan Methodist chapel were built in the village by 1853.  

Parking 

Park in Keyworth ς Lings Lane Car park. From the church in Keyworth take Main Street to the end. The Lings Lane Car Park is opposite the end of Main 

Street. Nearest Post Code for Sat Nav: NG12 5AU 

Clues 

From the car park, walk down Lings Lane for about 400 metres and come to a track junction. Take the left track marked as Wolds Lane on the map. Pass a 

footpath on your left and then look out for a path on the right. Follow the black Notts Wolds Way arrows all the way to Widmerpool. Go through the 

wooden gate and continue until you get to North Lodge Farm. Follow the path arrows right as the path skirts the farm in an anticlockwise direction. Once 

round the farm, go through a metal kissing gate and head across the paddock to another kissing gate. Once through the gate, go straight ahead along a 

track past yellow marker posts to a crush gate and on to another kissing gate. Turn right along a track and look out for the village church on the left. 

Continue to a turning circle and look out for a yellow marker post in the right-hand corner. Continue along the marked path and turn right onto a tarmac 

track which brings you out at a main road. Follow the road sign left to Keyworth and Nottingham. Go past the Widmerpool village sign and take the left turn 

at the bend sign posted to Keyworth and Nottingham. Follow this road out of Widmerpool and go past Station Road on the right. Just beyond this road is a 

footpath sign on the right through the hedge. Take this path. Firstly, it runs parallel to the road and then bends right at a wood. Continue with the wood on 

your left to the end of the wood where the path turns left. Continue with the wood on your left to the end of this section of the wood. Where the wood 

ends, the path continues straight ahead towards a pylon. Head for the pylon and then turn right and head for the next pylon. Beyond this pylon the path 

turns left over a wooden bridge and then onwards to another wooden bridge by a hamlet of houses. The path goes along a ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ΨŀƭƭŜȅǿŀȅΩ ōƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 

fences. At Stanton Lodge, follow the driveway right. A short distance along the driveway, you come to a metal gate on the right. Opposite this gate and on 

the left side of the driveway is a poorly marked path across the field. Take this path and head just to the right of a telegraph pole. Beyond this, the path 

goes through the hedge, over a stile, and into a newly planted vineyard area. Here, the path crosses several fences in succession, over a series of stiles. 

Eventually, you will arrive at a stile with two paths clearly marked left and right. Take the left path and walk along a narrow path through a wooded area 

and out to a road. Turn right and walk to a T junction. Then turn left, following the road sign to Keyworth ς ¾ mile. Take this left turn along Selby Lane and 

walk along the road to the church at Keyworth. Turn left onto Main Street and back to your car at Lings Lane. 

Distance: 9 km  Walking Time: 2.5 hours  Map: OS Explorer 246: Loughborough and 260: Nottingham      
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Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 minutes 
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Walk 110: Wymeswold to Stanford by Ridge and Valley 

Description 

This is an exceptional walk in many ways. It follows the Cross Britain Way before taking a ridge all the way to Stanford on Soar. The return leg takes you 

along a distinct valley alongside the Stanford Hall Estate. At all times there are fine views of Stanford Hall before you.   

Parking 

Park in Wymeswold. Take the A6006 from the Rempstone crossroads into Wymeswold. Once in Wymeswold take the first right off Far Street onto London 

Lane. Park along the first section of London Lane. Sat Nav Post Code: LE12 6UB 

Clues 

Walk along London Lane to house number 46. Go right here onto Farriers Close. Go through the wooden gates at the far end of the close and continue 

straight ahead to a metal gate and stile. You are now on The Cross Britain Way. Go over the stile and straight ahead across the next field to another stile 

and then follow the clear path along the right-hand edge of the next field to a yellow waymarker by a wide track., Turn left along the track and continue to a 

kissing gate at the point where the track ends to the right. Go through the kissing gate and work your way diagonally left across several fields to a gate in 

the corner of a field by some trees Once through the gate take the field edge path with the boundary trees on your left and follow this path all the way to a 

road: the Rempstone Road. Cross this road and continue straight ahead along a well-marked path until you come to a new chicken farm building. Once past 

this building turn left at a waymarker post towards a small spinney. Head uphill past the spinney following yellow waymarkers. You are still on the Cross 

Britain Way. Turn right at the top of the spinney and continue straight ahead on this ridge all the way to a road: Stanford Lane. Turn right onto this lane to 

the first green footpath sign right. Stanford village is just in front of you. (A detour is recommended to the church in Stanford which has a south facing porch 

and makes an ideal resting point!). Turn right at this sign and follow the well-marked path on the return leg of this walk across several fields with the hedge 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ όYƛƴƎΩǎ .Ǌƻƻƪύ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŦǘΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǿŀȅƳŀǊƪŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƭƻoking out for a point where the path deviates left and then right. 

You will soon pass the front of Stanford Hall and a lake on your left. Continue to another new chicken barn and onto the first new chicken barn that you 

passed on the outward leg. Arrive at the Rempstone Road, cross the road and take the footpath in front of you. Retrace your steps on this path (the Cross 

Britain Way) back to Wymeswold and to your car.  

Distance: 13 km Walking Time: 4 hours  Map: OS Explorer 246: Loughborough  Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 25 minutes

  

 



27 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maps © www.thunderforest.com, Data © www.osm.org/copyright  

 

Walk 110: Wymeswold to Stanford by Ridge and Valley 

 



28 
 
 

Walk 111: Rushcliffe Country Park, Bunny and Bradmore e 

Description 

A delightful walk giving you the opportunity to explore Rushcliffe Country Park as well as walk beyond the park to see the unique and beautiful countryside 

and scenery in this part of South Nottinghamshire 

Parking 

Park at Rushcliffe Country Park. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

pay-and-display area. The charge is £1 per day. Post Code for Sat Nav: NG11 6JS 

Clues 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ YŜŜǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ head west. Keep walking in this 

direction keeping the plaȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ Dƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƻ Ψ5ƻƎ !ƎƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ copse alongside the steam train railway line. Keep going to 

a yellow barrier and gate. Go through the gate and turn left. Go along the track to a white metal gate. Go through the gate and take the signposted track 

straight ahead, past some garages on your left. This track bends right and over a railway bridge. Just after the bridge, turn left and follow the direction of 

the wooden fingerpost alongside the railway line. Keep to this path with the railway line on your left for just over a kilometre. Come to a bridge and walk 

around the lane leading up to it and back to the railway line on the other side. Continue on this path southward. Come to a railway pedestrian crossing on 

your left after another half a kilometre by bridge number 302. Cross the railway line at this point. Take the path in front of you eastward. Go through a gap 

in the hedge and turn immediately left. Keep the hedge on your left and follow yellow waymarker posts as you walk eastward across fields to a left and a 

right turn to a wooden footbridge. Over the footbridge, turn right and follow the obvious path alongside a dyke to a signposted path T junction. Turn left 

and head along a track northward all the way to a road. On this section, aim for the blue house on the hillside in front of you. At the road, you are on the 

edge of Bradmore village. Turn left at the road then turn right at the wooden signpost in front of you, opposite Littlemoor Lane. The path goes through a 

gap in the hedge and then goes around a field. Follow this path around the field clockwise, and under some electricity cables by a pylon. Eventually you 

come to a track by a yellow wooden waymarker. In front of you is an entrance to the Rushcliffe Country Park. Go through the gate here and turn left. Follow 

the path around a wooŘΦ /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘΦ ¢ǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩΦ YŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴd back to 

ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

Distance: 9 km  Walking Time: 2 hours  Map: OS Explorer 260 Nottingham and OS Explorer 246: Loughborough   

Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 minutes  
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Walk 112: Bradmore and the Two Moors - Two Villages e 

Description 

This walk is a shorter version of Walk 113 below. It takes you from the village of Bradmore as far as the Great Central Railway line (Nottingham) and then 

back. This walk takes you across the wilds of two moors: Bradmore Moor, and Bunny Moor ς and passes the villages of Bradmore, and Bunny. The Great 

Central Railway (Nottingham) offers over 10 miles of heritage railway running through the beautiful scenery of South Nottinghamshire and North-West 

Leicestershire. Journeys begin at Ruddington, right next to Rushcliffe Country Park, and continue through to East Leake and Loughborough.  

This walk is in open countryside with wild open space around you and much birdlife along the way. We start in Bradmore, a village that  is often passed on 

the A60, but rarely seen or visited. We walk to the steam train railway line by Gotham Moor and then return via Bunny.  

Bradmore was, until quite recently, a farming community. Part of the village has been declared a conservation area to retain the visual character. Some of 

the old farmhouses were built by Sir Thomas Parkyn, the wrestling Baronet of Bunny Hall. The church was first built with a square tower in the thirteenth 

century and with an octagonal spire in the fourteenth century. It suffered badly in the fire of 1705 and only the tower and spire remained. The church was 

never rebuilt but a mission hall was built adjoining the tower in 1881, to form an incongruous mix of old and new co-joined.  

Parking 

Park in Bradmore. Park near the church on or around Main Street. Sat Nav Post Code: NG11 6PE 

Clues 

From the church, walk along Main Street in the direction away from the main A60. At the end of the road, find house number 40. Directly opposite is a 

footpath downhill marked by a single wooden fingerpost. Keep on this main path eastward until you get to a footpath going right by a commemorative 

bench and wooden fingerpost. Turn right here and continue along the wide grassy track between hedgerows. At a yellow waymarker post, go diagonally left 

across two fields. At the end of the second field, go over a wooden plank and turn left. The path takes you along the field edge to a track and another yellow 

waymarker post. Turn right here and pass along a track with a dyke on the left. Continue along this path to a pipe bridge. Go over the bridge and continue 

on the track in front of you to a path T junction. Turn right and head for the railway line in front of you. Just before the railway line, the path turns right and 

then bends left, taking you to the pedestrian railway crossing. Cross the railway line and then go left, alongside the railway line for about 300m where the 

path deviates away from the railway line to pass the embankment leading to the bridge. Once past the embankment return to the railway line. Look for a 

path left, through the hedge, waymarked by a yellow post. Turn left here and follow the path as it joins the side of the railway line. Continue alongside the 

railway, over a style and to a pedestrian railway tunnel on the left. Go through the tunnel. At the other side, follow the yellow waymarker posts eastward 

with a small dyke on your right. Follow the waymarkers carefully here. Halfway along a field, see the waymarker indicate right, away from the hedge, across 



31 
 
 

the field. Aim for the large log on the other side of the field. Once on the other side of this field, you will come to a three-junction wooden fingerpost! Go 

over the bridge behind the fingerposts and continue eastward on clearly marked paths towards Bunny. Aim for the church spire in front of you along this 

section. Walk along the wide tracks and arrive at the outskirts of Bunny at a road. Turn left here and take the track northward. Pass a path on the left 

indicated by a three- point green fingerpost. Go straight ahead all the way back to Bradmore, aiming for the blue house on the hillside on the way. At the 

road, turn right along Main Road and back to your car.  

Distance: 9 km  Walking Time: 2.5 hours  Map: OS Explorer 260 Nottingham and OS Explorer 246: Loughborough   

Drive Time from The Poppy and Pint: 15 minutes  

 

Maps © www.thunderforest.com, Data © www.osm.org/copyright  

 

Walk 112: Bradmore and the Two Moors - Two Villages 


